
When we took a ride on the TSS Earnslaw (Wikipedia 
says that TSS stands for Twin-Screw Steamship or 
steamer), I took this picture and later used Fotosketcher, 
a free online progran, to turn it into an “oil painting.” 
Here I use it to illustrate another Step-Into-Pictures 
suggestion.
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This card—Step Onto the TSS Earnslaw—is Number 14  
in a series of “Diversions for You and Your Friends” created 

by Arlene Harder, MA, MFT, Support4Change Blog. 

Being sick or having a major problem in your life is a pain 
in the neck. This is because, in large part, any situation that 
negatively impacts your life forces you to think about it, rather 
than more pleasant things. That is why this card is designed to 
take your mind off your troubles, at least for a while—and 
you can find more diversions every Monday on the blog.

(Be sure to read to the end of Page Four.)



Have you ever been to New Zealand? If so, you know how 
beautiful both the north and south islands are.

And this is especially true for the area around Queenstown 
where majestic mountains surround a clear lake. Here you 
can take a ride on the TSS Earnslaw, a 1912 Edwardian 
vintage twin screw steamer plying the clear waters of Lake 
Wakatipu. It is the biggest boat on the lake, and the largest 
steamship built in New Zealand.

Incidentally, transporting the Earnslaw to the lake was no 
easy task. Built in Dunedin, she needed to be dismantled 
and moved over the mountains by rail and reassembled each 
quarter-inch steel hull plate at a time.

As you stand at the rail, you might be interested in knowing 
that a number of famous people have enjoyed the ride, from 
Queen Elizabeth and Prince Phillip, President Bill Clinton, the 
Japanese Emperor and Empress, to the King and Queen of 
Belgium and the Prince of Thailand.

In other words, you would be in good company taking this 
trip, if only in your imagination.

What might happen if you told someone with whom you are 
having problems that you’d like to take them on this well-
known ship and talk about the things that have troubled you?

And what might you share with a good friend or relative who 
needs a bit of pleasure in his or her life?

Fortunately, I had a wonderful companion on my ride on the 
TSS Earnslaw, my husband. After I came back with my pic-
tures, I used my free photo program to turn two of them into 
watercolors. One is the picture on the front of this card. The 
other is a picture on the page showing Bob standing at the 
helm. It was his favorite place on a boat. This picture is now 
on the wall in my living room, reminding me of the many 
trips we’ve taken. 
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BOAT QUOTES OF THE DAY

“Should you find yourself in a chronically leaking 
boat, energy devoted to changing vessels is likely 
to be more productive than energy devoted to 
patching leaks.” 

— Warren Buffett

“Thing about boats is, you can always sell them if 
you don’t like them. Can’t sell kids.” 

― Lin Pardey, Bull Canyon: A Boatbuilder, a Writer 
and Other Wildlife
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MORE BOAT QUOTES

“I really don't know why it is that all of us are so 
committed to the sea, except I think it's because in 
addition to the fact that the sea changes, and the light 
changes, and ships change, it's because we all came 
from the sea. And it is an interesting biological fact that 
all of us have in our veins the exact same percentage of 
salt in our blood that exists in the ocean, and, therefore, 
we have salt in our blood, in our sweat, in our tears. We 
are tied to the ocean. And when we go back to the sea—
whether it is to sail or to watch it—we are going back 
from whence we came.”

— John F. Kennedy, Remarks at the Dinner for the  
America's Cup Crews, September 14 1962

“A war of ideas can no more be won without books 
than a naval war can be won without ships. Books, 
like ships, have the toughest armor, the longest 
cruising range, and mount the most powerful 
guns.” 

― Franklin D. Roosevelt

“Believe me, my young friend, there is nothing—
absolutely nothing—half so much worth doing as 
simply messing about in boats. Simply messing’ he 
went on dreamily: ‘messing—in—boats; messing.”

— Kenneth Grahame, The Wind in the Willows
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I hope this card helps you create a little
peace, joy and love in your life


